Chieveley Parish Council
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
held on Tuesday 8 April 2025 in Chieveley Village Hall, High Street



Members present: 	Cllr. Sandie Allan
Cllr. Maurice Beard 
Cllr. Rob Crispin (Deputy Chair)
Cllr. David Cowan
Cllr. Lesley Derry
Cllr. Matthew Gilman 
Cllr Sarah Hutchison
In attendance:	0 members of the public

2504.1	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr. Lesley Dick, Cllr. Eric Friend and District Cllr. Paul Dick.
2504.2	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST ON AGENDA ITEMS 
There were no declarations of interest or requests for dispensations.
2504.3	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
There were no questions, comments or representations.
2504.4	MINUTES 
It was unanimously RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 11 March 2025 were a true record of the meeting. 
2504.5	ACTION FROM THE MINUTES NOT COVERED ELSEWHERE
Village Gates [Ref: 2503.8]: WBC had ordered the gates and confirmed that these would be installed by Volker. An installation date would be provided in due course. 
Proposed Base-Station installation [Ref: 2503.16]: A response had been submitted to confirm that although the Parish Council did not object to the similar 2018 application, it would be obliged to consider all the information submitted with a new application. The comments had been acknowledged.
[bookmark: _Hlk34045222] 2504.6	PLANNING APPLICATIONS
(i) The following new planning applications were considered:
25/00451/HOUSE | The Willows East Lane Chieveley RG20 8UY | Proposed garage and annexe. It was RESOLVED to object to the application: the amended plans do not address the comments made by the Parish Council on 11 December 2024
25/00206/FULMAJ | Priors Court Farm, Priors Court Road, RG18 9JT | Section 73: Removal of conditions 3- 'hours of operation' and 6- 'occupation limitation' of previous application 16/00117/COMIND: Retrospective - Construction of use class B8 warehouse, to include mezzanine storage, car and lorry parking, landscaping and other ancillary works. 
Note on the application: The Applicants have been giving further thought to the operation of the application site since they submitted the application. Whilst the submitted Noise Report suggests that the site could satisfactorily operate 24 hours a day this would go beyond their operational requirements. In light of the Parish Council comments and given the Applicants requirements we amend the application to seek amendment of condition 3 (hours of operation) to 07:00 - 19:00 hours 7 days a week
It was RESOLVED to object to the application. The proposal to alter the hours of operation to seven days per week (including Bank Holidays) and remove the restriction on who could use the premises, still introduced too much flexibility for a B8 use located in a rural area. If the hours of work were to be relaxed to allow the events business to operate through Saturdays and on Sundays, the restriction on who could use the premises (Condition 6) should remain. 
25/00534/FUL | Thambury Gate Curridge Green Riding School, Curridge Green RG18 9EA | 
Retrospective: Change of use from riding school to dwelling.  It was RESOLVED to object to the application: (i) the proposal was not in accordance with the national or local policy for reusing redundant buildings in the countryside notably HSADPD Policy C4 insofar as this building was not suitable for conversion to a dwelling in terms of location, condition, appearance of the structure or contribution to the AONB; (ii) the application referred to two bedrooms, whereas the floorplan showed one bedroom; and (iii) the application was for change of use for only part of the building – it should apply to the entire building and we further note that the whole plot is quite large (2/3 of an acre) and appeared to be subject to change of use entirely. The Parish Council also noted environmental concerns relating to the asbestos roofing insofar as there was no plan to test or control this potential hazard both in terms of its impact on the suitability of the environment as the dwelling (Policy C4), or the potential impact on wider human health and the environment.
25/00588/HOUSE | Meadowview, Chapel Lane, Curridge RG18 9DX | Construction of a new Basement area below the front Driveway, including the Garage. Minor Front extension to incorporate a staircase from Ground to basement level. Minor 1st Floor Extension above the staircase at Ground floor.  It was RESOLVED to submit a response of no objection. 
25/00666/HOUSE | 7 The Green, Chieveley, RG20 8TD | Loft conversion including installation of 1No flat roof dormer to the rear elevation, & 2No roof-lights to the front elevation, to form additional habitable space (revised design). It was RESOLVED to submit a response of no objection. 
25/00036/OUT | New Houses Snelsmore Common RG14 3BN [Adjacent Parish] | Outline application to Demolish existing house comprising 4 flats and erect 2 detached houses. Matters to be considered: Access and Layout. It was RESOLVED to submit a response of no objection. 
(ii) 	The following recent planning decisions taken by WBC were noted:
24/02411/HOUSE | 8 Hazeldene, Chieveley RG20 8UP | Retrospective planning permission for Solar PV installed in conservation area. Approved: 11 March 2025
25/00110/HOUSE | 24 Hazeldene, Chieveley, RG20 8UP | Retrospective planning permission for Solar PV installed in conservation area.  Approved: 12 March 2025
24/02787/FUL | Car Park, Motorway Service Area | Construction of electrical equipment in association with an electric vehicle charging hub (EV hub). Approved: 25 March 2025
(iii) 	The following planning notices from WBC were noted:
24/02817/LBC | Bussockwood, Snelsmore RG14 3BT | Replacement of the pitched clay roof to the main house and single-storey extension, replacement of the eaves canopy covering, removal of a downpipe, repairs to lath and plaster ceiling, replacement of gypsum and plasterboard ceiling with lath and plaster, and removal and making good of a lift. Application withdrawn: 10 March 2025
(iv)	The following notice of an appeal decision was noted:
APP/W0340/W/24/3349957 | Land rear of Londis Convenience Store, High Street, Chieveley RG20 8UR | Appeal dismissed: 2 April 2025 
2504.7	FINANCE 
Income and Expenditure
It was RESOLVED to approve the payments shown in Appendix 1. 
Unity Trust Bank statements for March 2025, showing end-of-year balances were received
It was noted that a VAT 126 claim for the period 1 October 2023 to 28 February 2025 had been submitted to HMRC. It was AGREED that, going forward, VAT 126 claims should be submitted annually in or around February. 
2504.8	CLERK RECRUITMENT
	It was noted that eight applications for the clerk role had been received. Of these, two had been selected for interview; one holding a CiLCA qualification and one with Parish Council experience. Interviews would take place on 23 April.
2504.9	THE DOWNS SCHOOL
An invitation from the Head Boy and Head Girl at The Downs School to attend the Community Forum on Wednesday 23 April (18.00-19.00) had been received. Councillors would respond individually if they intended to attend the Forum.  
2504.10	NADAS
	A report of NADAS/Residents’ Liaison meeting on 12 March was received. The following was AGREED:
(i) The responsibility for issuing advance notice of Showground events could not be taken on by the Parish Council. NADAS had previously undertaken to do this and, at the time, had agreed that it would be straightforward. Cllr Derry agreed to contact NADAS to discuss advance notifications. 							Action: Cllr Derry
(ii) NADAS should take further action about the dumped waste, especially if the tests undertaken by the Environment Agency were inconclusive.  It was agreed that the Parish Council should request NADAS to undertake additional tests that were more conclusive.  Cllr Derry agreed to pull together the information received from NADAS about the waste; Cllr Cowan agreed to write to NADAS. 			Action: Cllr Derry / Cllr Cowan 
2504.11	COMMUNITY SPEEDWATCH
A report of recent speedwatch activity was received. Cllr Gilman added that WBC was developing plans to address the traffic issues in Graces Lane and Downend Lane and would share these with the Parish Council. 
2504.12 FOR-INFORMATION 
The following information had been received by Councillors since the last meeting
(i) Residents’ Bulletin: 26 March 2025
(ii) New unitary council proposed for West Berkshire, South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse (12 March 2025)
(iii) Introducing Ridgeway Council – part of a two unitary council option for Oxfordshire and West Berkshire (21 March 2025) 
(iv) Places where kids eat free (or for £1) – Easter Holidays 2025 (Money Saving Central)
2504.13 COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 
The following reports from Councillors were received: 
CHIEVELEY: Cllr Beard reported that, during the early evening, cars sometimes exceeded the 30mph speed limit along the stretch of road opposite the entrance to the Village Hall. Cllr Gilman agreed to undertake an evening speedwatch activity, if volunteers were available.   
CURRIDGE: Cllr Crispin reported that a new entrance into Curridge Plantation (opposite the Old Telephone Exchange) had appeared. Cllr Crispin would investigate further and report back.
ALL: (i) Cllr Gilman reported that the Patient Participation Group had requested feedback on the services provided by the Downland Medical Practice. He agreed to email all councillors with more information about the request. 
(iii) It was agreed that future agendas would be published only on the Parish Council pages of the mychieveley website. Village noticeboards would display the list of Council meetings for the year and the mychieveley web address.
2504.14 NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING: 13 May 2025 @7.30pm in Chieveley Village Hall



APPENDIX 1: PAYMENTS FOR APPROVAL
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	FEE
	31-Mar-25
	Unity Trust Bank
	
	UTB Service Charge
	6.00 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	BACS
	12-Mar-25
	West Berkshire Council
	621218
	Advertising on WBC website (clerk)
	150.00 

	BACS
	26-Mar-25
	Tactical Facilities Management 
	SI-3220
	Dog waste collections
	123.76 

	BACS
	01-Apr-25
	F C Lawrence 
	2
	Long Lane bus shelter cleaning
	15.00 

	BACS
	03-Apr-25
	Chieveley Village Hall
	2025586
	Clerk interviews
	27.30

	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	April Total
	£362.06 
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